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BEIIRAM   CHUB!N   ATTACKS   KHOSRU   AND  PUTS  HIM  TO
FLIGHT.     THE   ROYAL   PRINCE   ESCAPES   TO   RUM,

COMES     BACK     AGAIN,    AND      TRIUMPHS      OVER      THK

ENEMIES OF HIS GOVERNMENT.

When Behram heard of the calamity of Hormuz, he
became anxious to remove Khosru, and proceeded to
Madam to attack him. Khosru also made haste to
encounter him, and the two armies met on the banks of
the Nahirvan. After mutual recriminations a battle was
fought, but in consequence of some treachery the forces
of Khosru turned tail on the battle-field and returned to
Madain. By the advice of Hormnx, Khosru started to
Rum, but after travelling a short distance, Panduiah and
Bastam insisted that the interests of the king required
them to return in order to liberate his mind from any
apprehensions concerning Hormux [by murdering him],
Although Khosru tried to dissuade thorn from their evil
intentions, all his entreaties proved of no avail Accord-
ingly they both returned and strangled Ilormuz with a
bow-string; then they retraced their steps and overtook
Khosru the same evening, but their fear of being pursued
made them travel clay and night, until they reached a
certain monastery, where they halted to take some rest
Here they ascertained that they would soon be overtaken
by the army of Behram, wherefore Panduiah hit upon the
ruse of dressing himself in the garments of Khosru, and
sending him off in the direction of Mm. Having donned
the royal garb, Panduiah showed himself on the terrace of
the convent, so that when the officers of Belirim, who were
approaching, perceived him, they mistook him for the
prince. Panduiah, however, went down, exchanged the
royal dress for his own, and again making his appearance
on the terrace, shouted : * Let the commander of the army
come here, I have something to tell him/ Then Behrlm
Si&washam came forward, and both parties recognising
each other, Panduiah addressed him as follows: * The king
sends thee his greetings, and requests thee to respite him